Indeed, the protective function of the tonsil is probably somewhat overestimated, as the following considerations tend to show. Thus the tonsils normally atrophy in early adult life although the need for protection apparently remains as great as ever! infection of the cervical lymphatic glands occurs almost entirely in children, at a period when the faucial lymphoid tissue is most developed; and thatpart of the lymphoid ring which is usually the most developed is situated in the naso-pharynx and is the least exposed to micro-organisms.
Besides the tubercle bacillus, many other pathogenic micro-organisms gain admission into or through the tonsils. Diphtheria is usually a primary infection of the tonsil, and it is possible that scarlet fever is also.
The organism of rheumatism doubtless often enters by this route, and so may those of various septic diseases, including osteo-myelitis.
